FAMILY of LINDSAY HASSETT, CRICKETER, from GEELONG, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
No evidence for a Blennerhassett descent has been found, but some members of this family believed there was one...
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LH 01
HASSETT or BLENNERHASSETT... ?
At first sight this is a Hassett family from Co.Clare, Ireland, with no Blennerhassett connection, but there have been suggestions that it may perhaps be otherwise;
Lindsay Hassett's brother Dick Hassett recalled his mother Fannie Hassett (nee Favarger) saying, more than once, “the Blenner was dropped from our name";
Between 1894 and 1910 she had cared for, in his old age, her father-in-law John Hassett (b.c1837/8) in her family home at 199 Noble Street, Geelong,
so she would most probably have heard this from him; Dick's nephew Greg Hassett was told by his father, and by some uncles & aunts, of a family tradition,
""...that they remember in their childhood, references to the fact that they were, or probably were, [originally] Blennerhassetts..."
Others have an opposing view, saying this is all supposition - Dick's elder brother Ted Hassett did not believe the story at all, saying it should be disregarded,;
Wonderful as it would be were this true, the Blennerhassett connection cannot be accepted without evidence; this Hassett family appear to hail from Ennis, Co.Clare,
and Co.Clare Hassetts, like Co.Tipperary Hassetts, are almost always the true Irish Hassett, not the Anglo-Irish Blennerhassett; more research is needed...
>[>>> John Hassett >>>>>>>>>> >[>>> John Hassett >>>>>>>>>>>>>> >[>>> Edward Hassett >>>>>>>>> >|>>> Francis "Frank" Favarger >> >[>>>
Labourer; | b.c1837/8 Ennis, Co.Clare | Real estate agent; | Hassett |
of Ennis, Co.Clare, Ireland |  Labourer (1858-67) & Weaver | b.1867 Geelong; | b.1897 Geelong; Banker |
/ | / | of 199 Noble Street, | d.24.11.1968 Manly, NSW |
m. Margaret Fahy | emig. to Victoria, Australia | Newtown, Geelong; | / |
/ | with his sister Mary Hassett, | d.20.8.1939 Newtown, | m.1st Dorothy Hicks [>>>
/ | taking an assisted passage | Geelong; bur.21.8.1939 | /
A witness to the 1867 | on the ship "Arabian", | Eastern Cem. Geelong | m.2nd Gwen Maddocks
marriage of their son John | arriving Melbourne 29.4.1858 | / | /
H. to Selina Rushworth | / | (His g.son Greg Hassett | m.3rd Elizabeth Carr
was "Margaret Fahey", | Iliterate; Originally | has his large leather |
perhaps(?) a cousin | of Fyans Street, Chilwell | bound photo album) |>>: Edward "Ted" John Hassett > >[>>>
| (now a part of Newtown), | / | b.1899 Geelong; d.c1998;
| Geelong, Victoria | m.1897 (RC) Geelong; | of Bateman's Bay, NSW, near
| / | Frances "Fannie" Adelaide | to his brother Lindsay Hassett
| After his wife died in 1894 | "Ada" Favarger; b.c1870 | (see note "Hassett or
| he lived with his son Edward | of Lilydale, Victoria; | Blennerhassett", top left)
| Hassett at 199 Noble Street, | d.1955 Newtown; bur. | /
| Newtown Geelong & was cared |  Eastern Cemetery, Geelong |  m.1st Joan Sturt
| for by Edward's wife until he | / | /
| died; | dau. of Henri Farvarger of | m.2nd Nan Martin
| d.25.8.1910; bur.26.8.1910 | Neufchatel (a small townin |
| Eastern Cemetery, Geelong | Switzerland near the French  [>>: Helene "Nellie" Hassett >>>: >[>>>
| / | border) who emigrated to | b.1900 Geelong |
| m.20.6.1867 (RC) | Australia, settling first at | / [>>>
| St.Mary of the Angels church, | Lilydale, Victoria, working | m.1924 | |
|  Geelong; | in the wineries there until | Norman Stanley Hellard [>>>
| Selina Rushworth | the phylloxera virus ruined | | |
| b.c1842/3 Yorkshire, England; | them; afterwards working | [>>>
| d.1894 Geelong; | at Maria Island, Tasmania | | |
| bur.21.6.1894 at | / | [>>>
|  Eastern Cemetery, Geelong | / | | |
| / |  Edward & Fannie Hassett | >>>
| John & Selina for a while took | had nine children, all of |
| into their family some children | whom lived to a good age [>>: Frances “Fannie" Selina >>> >[>>>
| named Fowler, relations whose |  (their average age atdeath |  Hassett b.1903 Geelong; |
| parents had died or who could | was 85 yrs and 100 days) | Lived in another of her [>>>
| not afford to raise them; | | father's houses on Noble | |
| (perhaps the family of their | | Street [>>>
| niece Annie Devine, who | | / |
| married James Fowler) | | m.1928 |
| | | Camillus Joseph Shaw |
| | | |
| | | |
| [>>: John Thomas Hassett | [>>>
| b.1879 Geelong; |
| Moved to South Australia; [>>: Alexander Albert Henry >>> >[>>>
| d. S.Australia (no issue) | "Harry" Hassett |
| / | b.1905 Geelong; |
| m. (aged 28) Adelaide, SA | d.16.12.1971 Geelong; |
| Veronica Jane Bassulla; | Public Accountant |
| of an Italian family | m. Mary Geraldine Kelly; |
| | both bur. Eastern Cemetery |
LHO01 | | (RC Section), Geelong |
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photo: courtesy Michael Hellard

Lindsay Hassett in 1989

"The Daily Telegraph™ 17.6.199

3, p.23
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I
Adelaide "Adelie" Mary [>>>
Hassett b.1907 Geelong;
d.1997; unm,;
bur. Eastern Cemetery (RC);
lived in the old family
home at 199 Noble Street
(demolished 1973, site now
has 20 housing units)

/

engaged to Flight Sergeant
Keith Charles Birdsey b.c1912;
of Newtown, Victoria;
served in RAAF during WWI1I
(N0.400523); d.5.3.1943 in bomber
crash; bur.Chittagong War Cem.
(grave 1.G.1.), No 19 Basha Mia
Road, Dampara, Bangladesh

Richard "Dick" Joseph >>>> >[>>>
Hassett b.1909 Geelong; |
d.16.11.2006 [>>>
(see note "Hassett or
Blennerhassett", top left)
m. Eileen Coburn
d.c1982 Melbourne

Vincent "Vin" Xavier >>>>> >[>>>
Hassett; b.1912 Geelong; |
0.25.10.1998 |

/ |
Good cricketer, renowned |
locally and awarded the >>>
title of "Living Legend" |
in Geelong for his cricket |

/ |
m.c1947 |
Shirley Jeanette Evans [>>>
of Geelong

(Arthur) Lindsay Hassett >>: >[>>>
MBE (1953); Cricketer; |
of Batemans Bay, NSW; |
b.28.8.1913 Geelong, Vict. |
d.16.6.1993 Batemans Bay |
/ [>>>
Edu. with his brothers Dick,
Harry & Vin at "Madame
Clancy's" (Catholic boy's
school at Geelong);
then at "Geelong College" in Noble Street, where he was Capt. of cricket & football; The school named their Gymnasium after Lindsay;
during WWII he served as gunner (Warrant Officer, 2nd Class) in Artillery, 2/2 Anti-Aircraft Regt. in Egypt, Palestine & New Guinea;
an enthusiastic fisherman; retired to Bateman's Bay, NSW;
his godson John Kellett donated some of Lindsay's cricketing memorabilia to the Melbourne Cricket Club museum, for public display
/
m. Tess Davis
/
LINDSAY HASSETT - Outstanding Australian Cricketer
"...a glorious right-handed batsman..."; his first class career was in 1932-53, playing in 43 test matches; achieving 3073 runs in Test
Cricket at an average 46.56; Capt. "Australian Services Team" 1945; touring England (1938,1948,1953), India (1947-8) & Australia;
Played for Victoria 1932-53, Capt. 1946-47; Played for Australia 1938-53, Vice-Captain under Sir Donald "Don" Bradman, Captain 1949-53,
succeeding Bradman; captained Australia 24 times (14 wins; 4 losses; 8 draws); the highest of his 10 centuries was 98 not out,
against India at Adelaide;
“No Australian team exceeded this one in popularity, nor has any captain left behind warmer feelings of regard and affection™
(obit. in the UK "The Daily Telegraph™ 17.6.1993 p.23); In retirement he ran a sports goods store & reported on test cricket for ABC & BBC;
The "Australian Services Cricket Association" in 1991 bestowed on him it's highest honour, making him their “12th Man in Perpetuity";
See "The Complete Who's Who of Test Cricketers" by Christopher Martin-Jenkins, published by Orbis Publishing, London 1980/83;
Lindsay Hassett's godson John Kellett donated some of Lindsay's cricketing artefacts to the M.C.C. (Melbourne Cricket Club)
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|>>> Mary Hassett; servant >>>>>>>: >[>>> Anne "Annie" Devine >>>>> >|>>> Bertram James Fowler

b.c1840 Ennis, Co.Clare, Ireland
/

m.c1862 Victoria

Michael Devine;

b.c1830 Co.Clare; miner

/
m. James Fowler
of Breakwater, Geelong

[
[>>> James Joseph Fowler

[
[>>: Harold Vincent Fowler

[>>: Francis James Fowler

>>>>




